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Dear Parent/Guardian: 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), requires schools that receive federal Title I funding to ensure that 

all teachers teaching in a program supported with Title I funding hold appropriate state certification and 

licensure requirements, including any requirements for certification obtained through alternative routes to 

certification. 

Schools are required to notify parents if their children are taught for four or more consecutive weeks by a 

teacher in a Title I school or program who does not yet meet the definition of "appropriate state 

certification." 

Specifically, you have the right to receive the following information about each of your child's classroom 

teachers: 

• Whether the teacher meets the state qualifications and licensing criteria for the grades and subjects he
or she teaches.

• Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or provisional status because of special
circumstances.

• The teacher's college major, whether the teacher has any advanced degrees, and the field of discipline
of the certification or degree.

• Whether paraprofessionals provide services to your child and, if so, their qualifications.

Gillingham Charter School is committed to providing quality instruction for all students and does so by 

employing qualified individuals to teach and support each student in the classroom. Additionally, according 

the Charter School law, 75% of a charter school's faculty must be fully certified. Please feel free to contact the 

school if you wish to receive this information or if you have any questions. 

The law states that all teachers who teach in core content areas must meet a specific, legal definition of 

"highly qualified" in order to teach in schools that receive Title I funding in order to supplement the 

academic instruction. The legal definition of a ''highly qualified teacher" has three parts. It states that 

teachers must have the following: 
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